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I would like to thank all the treasurers who had submitted their annual report.  Your input 

helped to give me a better picture on how the parish councils are doing on their finance 

matters. Your comments were good sources for me to understand the challenges that are 

faced.  Once again thank you for your hard work to the League. 

 

One topic that I would like to talk about is Parish reserves and operating expenses. This is 

an enquiry that has come up frequently, especially about how much money a parish 

council should be keeping in the bank and how to handle this money.  

 

While the CWL council operates as a Non-Profit, this does not mean the matters of 

money and how it is allocated don’t apply to them. The CWL council still needs to 

manage its funds in a balanced manner in which operating expenses and reserve funds 

need to be taken into account. 

 

Operating expenses can be simply broken down as the amount of money needed to keep 

the council operational and running smoothly. This can vary from council to council as 

well as year to year. Examples of expenses can include things such as office supplies, 

postage, guest speakers, travelling and accommodation cost to convention etc. Therefore, 

depending on what sort of events are held and where they are located, expenses will need 

to be adjusted from year to year. One thing to note is that donations are not to be 

considered as operating expenses. 

 

On the other hand, the reserve is the amount of money that is to be kept in the bank from 

year to year. This amount is recommended to be around two years' worth of operating 

expenses. While there is no set guideline, this amount will allow for more flexibility 

when it comes to budgeting and to account for any shortfalls and increase in costs.  

 

In light of COVID-19, the Vancouver Diocesan Council has cancelled the General 

Meeting scheduled for Mar 21 and our Convention at the end April is also postponed. 

The virus has heavily impacted the daily lives of people around the world and 

governments are scrambling to keep up. People are feeling anxious and have every right 

to be, but as a Catholic we can’t lose our faith.  Our Lord is our shield and protector; God 

will not abandon us and it is a trial onto us. Let’s pray more fervently for our families, 

friends, health workers, and for those most affected around the world. 
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