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“I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains”  

Anne Frank  

 

My dear sisters in Christ. I hope you and your families are fairing well during these strange times. 

Day by day we are being challenged with new restrictions, new statistics that are frightening and 

an ever-changing view of the world. We cannot let this defeat our ability to see the beauty around 

us. Just think, Anne Frank and 6 others were in hiding in a very tiny, confined space for 2 years. 

They were constantly in fear of discovery and lacked the most basic modicum of privacy. Through 

this ordeal, Anne was able to see beauty and goodness in the world around her. She left behind her 

observations in her diary, which has become a treasured memoir of life under Nazi occupation. It 

is a testament to the endurance of the human spirit. Remember, God is always with us, during good 

times and bad. Let’s look at this as a time to become closer to our prayer life. Take time to 

contemplate the beauty of spring coming into bloom all around us. Become closer to someone you 

may be quarantined with in your home. Don’t obsess about every bit of negative news being shared 

about the virus. Instead of sharing COVID updates on social media, why don’t you start an on-line 

prayer circle or bible study group. Connect with each other on Facebook messenger or Skype. 

Don’t allow yourself to become an isolated, frightened shut-in. Be like Anne Frank and “see the 

beauty that still remains.” 

 

 

WUCWO 

In collaboration with the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, the World Union of 

Catholic Women’s Organizations organized a conference entitled “Women Makers of Human 

Fraternity on March 3rd, 2020. This conference was held to honour International Women’s Day 

and was sponsored by the embassies of Argentina, Austria, Netherlands and the Philippines to the 

Vatican. A special panel was convened to study the special document Human Fraternity for World 

Peace and Living Together which was signed by Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar 

Ahmad Al-Tayyeb on February 4th, 2019. The panel included members from different faiths who 

studied and commented on the document from their different religious perspectives, which 

included Islam, Buddhist, Hindu, Jewish, Ecumenical and Catholic. A final declaration was signed 

at the end of the conference which included the following: 

 

“We see this unique document as a motherly embrace to humanity and as a starting point for 

our journey together. The text emphasizes the rights of women, children, young people, but 

above all of the whole human family, declaring: “The pluralism and the diversity of religions, 

colour, sex, race and language are willed by God in His wisdom, through which He created 

human beings.” 

Please review the WUCWO website for the full text and story.  
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Archives 

What is the purpose of Archiving? When I looked this up, the official definition is: “the process 

of moving data that is no longer actively used to a separate storage device/(facility) for long-term 

retention. Archive data consists of older data that remains important to the organization or must 

be retained for future reference or regulatory compliance reasons.” One of the most important 

documents to retain are your meeting minutes. Some councils may convert these to various virtual 

storage methods, but you must remember, that these storage devices can become obsolete. Most 

new computers cannot play floppy discs or CD’s any longer, so what will you do with these old 

records? It is important to retain your written minutes as they will remain your definitive source 

of history. And THAT is what you are preserving. Your council’s history is very important; by 

studying this you can understand where we came from and better understand where we are going. 

For any councils who have celebrated or will be celebrating a special anniversary, archives provide 

a valuable resource to the past, enabling us to honour the many women who have come before us. 

In my own home council, we have minute books dating from the 1930’s and it is fascinating to 

review the information from then. Surprisingly, many of the activities are unchanged: helping the 

parish, fundraising for aid to those without and making a difference in the community. While we 

change and must be open to change, in many ways our purpose and direction remain unchanged, 

as proven by our archives. 

 

Constitution & Bylaws 

Part XV: Representation at Annual Conventions 

Section 1: Delegates 

 

(a) Voting delegates are the presidents of each council comprising the council in session. If the 

president is unable to attend the annual convention, the president-elect, a vice-president or an 

appointed executive member shall be the designate.  

(b) Accredited Delegates  

(i) Each parish council in the diocese concerned may send TWO accredited delegates to the annual 

diocesan convention and ONE accredited delegate to the annual provincial convention. (ii) Each 

diocesan council in the province concerned may send TWO accredited delegates to the annual 

provincial convention and TWO accredited delegates to the annual national convention. (iii)Each 

provincial council may send TWO accredited delegates to the annual national convention 

 

And my dear Sisters, as we continue to navigate through the next few months, let us remember our 

Holy Father’s words: 

 

“In the present situation, in which we find ourselves living more or less isolated, we are 

invited to rediscover and deepen the value of the communion that unites all the members of 

the church. United to Christ we are never alone, we form one body, of which he is the 

head.” 

 

God Bless, 

 

Angelina Stiglich 


