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Hello legislation warriors, crusaders, special agents TAG! 

 
Since our last meeting much has changed and we are currently undergoing emergency 

measures in our nation mirroring those of other countries to reduce the spread of the 

coronavirus known as COVID-19. Our governments are dealing with this crisis and 

meanwhile we keep our eyes on several developments in legislation.  

 

1. MAiD – our provincial government has stripped the Delta Hospice Society of its 

contract to deliver palliative care as it deemed that their refusal to offer MAiD was in 

contravention of the law and the contract that they had.  

a. This despite some loop holes in the contract that indicate that if funding is less 

than a certain percentage they were not required to provide this “health” service.  

The health ministry in this instance was unwilling to negotiate except for its 

solution.   

b. Catholics and like-minded citizens have been encouraged to become members of 

the Delta Hospice Society and support them with a financial donation. I too, took 

the step to become a member of the DHS.  

c. Federally, the government is proceeding with expanding the criteria eligibility for 

MAiD. Have we reached out to our MP’s and the Justice Minister with our 

concerns? Have you written letters yet and if so, have you had any follow up? The 

Euthanasia Prevention Coalition is an excellent resource for the kind of arguments 

we can make in our letters against expanding MAiD.  

d. On March 2 there was a newspaper article profiling the “Disability Day of 

Mourning”. The group was mourning the death of those who have a cognitive or 

physical impairment and die because of neglect or outright murder at the hands of 

a family member or caregiver. To me this highlights how important our efforts are 

to protect the most vulnerable at risk individuals from MAiD advocates. 

e. ACTION: letter templates are available for you to edit, sign and mail to our 

premier and PM regarding the above.  

 

2. CARE HOMES and staffing levels – Last communiqué, I remarked on the tragic 

story of an elderly woman who died in a care home in 2018 in Alberta and the 

investigation found that the staff were negligent, however no one including the 

facility, was charged.  

a. On February 3, 2020 Inclusion BC reported on the details of the tragic death of 

Florence Girard, a 54-year old woman with Down syndrome who died in October 

2018. From Inclusion BC’s newsletter: “The circumstances which the RCMP 

described as leading to her death have shaken our community. According to the 
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investigation, which was released last week, her death was caused by 

malnourishment and starvation. The Coquitlam RCMP has announced criminal 

charges against the care provider and the association through which she was 

contracted.”   

b. I have heard from a couple of women that they are interested in looking into the 

standards of care in BC and whether or not we should write a resolution to ensure 

that our elderly or infirm or vulnerable relatives and neighbours are properly taken 

care of in their years in a care home. Please contact me if you wish to be involved.  

 

3. VAPING – I haven’t seen any updates with respect to our provincial government.  

 

4. Exodus Cry is an organization that fights human trafficking. They recently posted on 

their website a letter regarding MindGeek who owns the website PORNHUB which 

posts all kinds of pornography including child porn and rapes. I am wondering why 

MindGeek corporation hasn’t been criminally charged. Is this an action item you are 

interested in? 

 

As of March 2020, several bills are before parliament. Please join me in monitoring and 

addressing them.  The CWL is encouraging everyone to write his or her MP, esp. re 

supporting Bill C-233.  

Bill C-7 An Act to amend the Criminal Code (medical assistance in dying) 

Bill C-210 An Act to amend the Canada Revenue Agency Act (organ and tissue 

donors) 

Bill C-219 An Act to amend the Criminal Code (sexual exploitation) 

Bill C-220 An Act to amend the Canada Labour Code (compassionate care leave) 

Bill C-233 An Act to amend the Criminal Code (sex-selective abortion) 

S-202  An Act to amend the Criminal Code (conversion therapy) 

S-204  An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Immigration and Refugee 

Protection Act (trafficking in human organs) 

S-211  An Act to enact the Modern Slavery Act and to amend the Customs Tariff 

S-216 An Act to amend the Assisted Human Reproduction Act 

 

In BC, the following bills are of interest to me and I think worthy of your attention: 

Bill 23  Community Safety Amendment Act 

Bill 41 Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act @ 3
rd

 reading as of 

03/08/20 

Bill 17 Environmental Management Amendment Act 

Bill 30 Labour Relations Code Amendment Act @ 3
rd

 reading as of 03/08/20 

Bill 18 Workers Compensation Amendment Act 

Bill M 217 Interpersonal Violence Disclosure (Clare’s Law) Act 

Bill M 207 Safe Care Act 

 

Other items: 

 Film from Exodus Cry “Nefarious: Merchant of Souls” available on YouTube.  

 “Public Safety Canada’s discussion paper: “The Way Forward to End Human 

Trafficking”, new national strategy to end human trafficking is planned for late 2019” 

mailto:Legislation@vancouvercwl.ca

