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Hello!  

 

I am delighted to follow in Marilyn Martin’s footsteps in chairing the Legislation portfolio. I 

hope that with your eyes and ears, the guidance of the Holy Spirit and our leaders I can attend 

well to current issues happening locally and beyond with respect to governance, legislation 

and laws. As I am new to many of you perhaps it’s appropriate to share something about 

myself first and then get into items pertinent to legislation.  

 

Introductions 

I completed my Bachelor of Applied Sciences degree from SFU in Kinesiology back in 1991 

and have been working in the field of rehabilitation for the majority of my career, specializing 

in the area of complex pain and pain management for two decades. I am married (28 years) 

and have two adult daughters. The oldest is an actor, lifeguard-swim instructor, creator of 

plays and the younger endured a brain injury around the time of her birth and benefits from 

youth and community care workers and community inclusion programs in Surrey. My 

husband is a retired teacher and blesses us all with fabulous meals, energy, and a love for 

travel. I was born into a Catholic family as my parents emigrated from Switzerland and set up 

roots in Surrey. I haven’t strayed far and have been attending Our Lady of Good Counsel 

church there for the past 56 years. You will come to know that I am also someone who loves 

the snow and winter conditions as I grew up skiing at a very young age. For the past 10+ years 

during the winter months I donate my time and skills volunteering with Vancouver Adaptive 

Snow Sports to teach and guide those with disabilities to have “on the snow” experiences.  

Now none of the above means anything in this leadership role and the portfolio of legislation 

without having a sincere desire to learn and gain knowledge, to ask questions and discern the 

quality of information, to seek guidance, and use right judgment. Yes, I am referring to several 

of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. I have faith in God’s ability to guide and inspire in you the 

ability to share what you learn with me as we address the lawmakers in our great country and 

keep an eye on proposed legislation and laws.  

 

Elections 

My counterpart at the BC & Yukon Provincial CWL Council, Sheila Doherty writes in her 5th 

communiqué about the federal election that is coming up on October 21st.  Please take a read 

through it. Share why you vote with your friends, your work mates and discuss politics and 

legislation at the family dinner table. Yes! Discuss legislation and laws and their impact and 

consequences at home. What a great way to learn, debate and consider viewpoints.  Remember 

when you discuss a topic you are also listening to understand another’s viewpoint. This is an 

important skill otherwise you may not be able to present or persuade another’s perspective if 

you don’t understand where they come from. You may have already watched the first public 
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leaders debate televised just recently in early September. Do you remember what the party or 

the MP in your region did on legislation brought before them? Do you know your own bias 

when voting? There are easily accessible research articles online that talk about voting 

behavior and variables that affect people’s voting, for example your level of anxiety, did your 

home team win (yes that’s a real example), which party do you lean towards, first impressions.  

 

Legislation 

One of the things our National office asks our parish councils is to report back to the National 

CWL board what you may have done locally about various Bills. Here are some of the Bills as 

noted in Marilyn’s report from our convention in April 2019. Just to give you a couple months to 

look at even one of these and take action: 

 

C-38 An Act to amend the Criminal Code (exploitation and human trafficking in persons) 

C-211 An Act respecting a federal framework on post-traumatic stress disorder. 

C-243 An Act respecting the development of a national maternity assistance program strategy. 

C-277 An Act providing for the development of a framework on palliative care in Canada. 

C-404 An Act to amend the Assisted Human Reproduction Act. 

S-5 An Act to amend the Tobacco Act and the Non-smokers’ Health Act. 

S-228 An Act to amend the Food and Drug Act (prohibiting food and beverage marketing 

directed at children). 

S-240 An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act 

(organs). 

C-75 An Act to amend the Criminal Code, Youth Criminal Justice Act and other Acts and to 

make consequential amendments to other Acts.  

C-51 An Act to amend the Criminal Code and the Department of Justice Act and to mke 

consequential amendments to another Act.  

 

Our National Legislation Chair, Betty Colaneri in her 2018 National Report also remarks on 

various Bills that are being monitored by councils all across the country. Go to our national 

website www.cwl.ca and go to the “To Inform” in the menu at the top and select Annual 

Reports. Scroll down the list to get to the legislation reports sections.  

 

Sources of Information 

Below are some websites that you may wish to subscribe to or check out for information. 

 

Friday Report – weekly e-publication put out by the ArchDiocese of Vancouver 

Right Now: https://www.itstartsrightnow.ca an organization that promotes electing pro life 

candidates 

Federal Government:  

www.parl.gc.ca; on federal website can also go to Legisinfo for information on 

legislation and bills. 

Hansard records via federal gov’ website 

https://www.ourcommons.ca  

Provincial Government: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/home  

Justice Education Society: https://www.justiceeducation.ca 
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