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Here are some ways to help the weak and less fortunate and remember the words that the 

Lord Jesus himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35  

 

Social and Economic Justice 

 

More than half of the world’s population are extremely poor. In the Middle East and 

North Africa, the number of people living in poverty has nearly doubled in two years, 

from 9.5 million to 18.6 million, mainly due to the crises in Syria and Yemen.  

According to a 2018 survey by the U.N. Development Program, 1.3 billion people in 104 

developing countries, which accounts for 74% of the world’s population, live in 

multidimensional poverty. These numbers are calculated based on income and a person’s 

ability to meet basic needs. 

Although poverty is often calculated by dollar amounts, quality of life style is also a main 

part of the equation. Children living in poverty often lack access to a good education. 

Without a good education, when they grow up, they are unable to provide for their own 

children. This creates a generational cycle of poverty. Living in poverty also means that 

they are not able to afford medical treatment, shelter, electricity and food. In many poor 

countries many people lack access to clean water and sanitation. This leads to the spread 

of diseases and increases the risk of death. We are so fortunate to live in Canada which 

provides medical benefits for every citizen. This is not the case in many other countries.  

We are living in a great and wealthy country. What can we do?  Share our resources with 

the less fortunate, speak out their concerns to our politicians - issues such as income 

security, low income housing, food security and day-care subsidies and above all, defend 

the dignity and rights of those who cannot defend themselves. 

 

Share the insight of Javier Torres B. on his article “The Hunger of Others” 

 

If the hunger of others is not my own 

If the anguish of my neighbour in all its forms touches me not. 

If the nakedness of my brother does not torment me,  

Then I have no reason to go to church and to live, 

Life is this: to love one’s neighbour as oneself; 

This is the commandment of God. 

Love means deeds, not good wishes. 

For this reason I commit myself to working for the necessities of my brothers. 

 

 



 

Email: CommunityLife@vancouvercwl.ca   

 

Canada Summer Jobs Program 

 

The federal government announced it is accepting applicants for the Canada Summer 

Jobs program as of January 30, 2020. The Liberal government will change the 

controversial pro-abortion attestation on its Canada Summer Jobs applications for 2019. 

Last year, the Canada Summer Jobs application required applicants to check a box saying 

their organization’s core mandate supported the charter and other rights, including sexual 

and reproductive rights, which were explained on the Service Canada website to include 

access to abortion. Let the government know if you are satisfied with this year’s 

application. 

 


